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ARCHBISHOP'S WINTER APPEAL FOR LIFELINK 2007

“LET US RECOGNISE
IN THOSE WE MEET
THE FACE OF JESUS,
YOUR SON”

LifeLink Prayer,
©Archbishop Hickey 2001

His Grace,
The Most Rev B J Hickey,
Archbishop of Perth

My Dear Friends

WWee  ccaannnnoott  hheellpp  eevveerryyoonnee  iinn  nneeeedd  --  no matter what we do, what resources we provide, what funds we
raise, what number of hours we volunteer or how hard we work. 

Whilst we cannot solve every problem, right every wrong or help everyone - it is vitally important that
we strive to do so. Faith compels us.  

We demonstrate Faith in Action not by what we do, how much we give or what the outcome of offering
our help will be, bbuutt  ooff  rreessppoonnddiinngg  ttoo  GGoodd  wwiilllliinnggllyy,,  wwiitthh  ooppeenn  hheeaarrttss  aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  bbeesstt  ooff  oouurr  aabbiilliittyy..  

Recently, a young man I have known for many years reached out for help during what must have been a
time of great confusion and despair. What he was feeling and the urgency of his need is something only
he could fully understand. The outcome however was unexpected and devastating to all who knew him.
Tragically, he took his own life.  

MMyy  mmeessssaaggee  ttoo  yyoouu  tthhiiss  WWiinntteerr  iiss  ddeeddiiccaatteedd  ttoo  tthhee  lloovviinngg  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  tthhiiss  yyoouunngg  mmaann,,  II  wwiillll  ccaallll  hhiimm
TTrreevvoorr..

I first met Trevor as a young man of 20. I understand he had a difficult and painful childhood and allegedly
was a victim of abuse. He had been living on the streets and in transient accommodation since he left
home at 14. Trevor would wander around the city and spend time with other street people in Forrest
Place, sniffing toluene.

He was not a very tall or large boy and was an instant target for bullying by other boys living on the
streets. His self-esteem and self-worth were almost extinguished by his experiences, and as a result he
would often not wash for long periods of time. 

HHee  lliivveedd  ffoorr  qquuiittee  aawwhhiillee  oonn  tthhee  ffrroonntt  vveerraannddaahh  aatt  mmyy  hhoommee  nneeaarr  tthhee  CCaatthheeddrraall..  II  wwoouulldd  mmaakkee  ssuurree
hhee  wwaass  wwaarrmm  aanndd  ffeedd  aanndd  ssaaffee..

Most people would immediately shun Trevor, although there were a great many people reaching out to
him too. He needed love, he needed acceptance and he found a semblance of this in the other street kids.
By the time he was in his early 20s he had progressed from toluene to harder drugs and alcohol abuse.

Trevor was a remarkable young man and father of three sons, who were Wards of the State when he died.  

MMoosstt  ddaayyss,,  hhee  wwoouulldd  vviissiitt  SShhooppffrroonntt,,  aa  LLiiffeeLLiinnkk  aaggeennccyy..  HHee’’dd  ffiinndd  aa  qquuiieett  ssppoott  aanndd  ssiitt,,  nneevveerr  ssaayyiinngg
mmuucchh,,  jjuusstt  rreelliisshhiinngg  tthhee  ccoonntteennttmmeenntt  aanndd  ssaaffeettyy  tthhee  SShhooppffrroonntt  ooffffeerreedd.. Shopfront provided him with
bond money to secure basic accommodation. Most importantly, it provided a warm “home” for him to
return to as and when needed. 

Trevor liked to sit in a quiet corner, do his crossword puzzles while having a cup of coffee. On his 30th
birthday, everyone at Shopfront celebrated with a simple cake, a small gift and a card. At the agency
Christmas party last year he seemed happy.  



PRIVACY ACT:To access your personal information, or to be removed from our database, please write to: LifeLink, GPO Box K828 Perth WA 6842.

So many people came to Trevor’s funeral - to remember and pray as he was laid to eternal
rest. Those of us who knew him could not help but love him. 

AAss  II  ooffffiicciiaallllyy  llaauunncchh  mmyy  WWiinntteerr  AAppppeeaall  ffoorr  LLiiffeeLLiinnkk,,  II  rreefflleecctt  oonn  TTrreevvoorr’’ss  lliiffee  aanndd
ddeeaatthh..

What if Shopfront had been open for longer hours; what if the agency had more staff, more
resources, more funds…would this have made a difference? 

We may never know what the catalyst for the urgency of Trevor’s fatal action was, but I do
know that through your support of LifeLink, you do make a very real difference in the lives
of thousands of people who reach-out for help each year here in WA.

IInn  22000077,,  iitt  iiss  eexxppeecctteedd  tthhaatt  oovveerr  4400,,000000  WWeesstteerrnn  AAuussttrraalliiaann  ffaammiilliieess  aanndd  iinnddiivviidduuaallss
wwiillll  rreecceeiivvee  ccaarree  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccaall  aassssiissttaannccee  ffrroomm  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  1133  LLiiffeeLLiinnkk  aaggeenncciieess..  

TThhrroouugghh  yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  mmyy  WWiinntteerr  AAppppeeaall,,  tthhee  SShhooppffrroonntt  aaggeennccyy  wwiillll  ccoonnttiinnuuee  iittss
mmiissssiioonn  ooff  ccaarree  ttoo  oovveerr  44,,550000  ppeeooppllee  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr.. The agency provides accommodation,
food, funds for emergency needs such as power bills, and acts as a referral centre to other
Catholic and government service agencies.

Shopfront is a safe haven offering companionship for the isolated and lonely; a respite for
street workers and homeless persons living and working on our Perth streets; it is a
nurturing place for people with mental health issues and the first contact point for people
in crisis. It is staffed entirely by members of several Religious Orders and by dozens of
volunteers. 

PPlleeaassee,,  II  uurrggee  yyoouu  ttoo  ooppeenn  yyoouurr  hheeaarrttss  aanndd  rreessppoonndd  ppoossiittiivveellyy  aanndd  wwiilllliinnggllyy  bbyy  ggiivviinngg
ggeenneerroouussllyy  ttoo  mmyy  WWiinntteerr  AAppppeeaall  ffoorr  LLiiffeeLLiinnkk..  

WWee  nneeeedd  ttoo  rraaiissee  aa  mmiinniimmuumm  ooff  $$225500,,000000,,  wwhhiicchh  wwiillll  oonnllyy  bbee  aacchhiieevveedd  tthhrroouugghh  yyoouurr
ddiirreecctt  ssuuppppoorrtt..  Donations are tax deductible and receipts will be issued.

God bless you,

Yours sincerely in Jesus Christ.

The Most Rev Barry J Hickey
Archbishop of Perth

T h a n k  y o u  a n d  G o d  B l e s s
Donations over $2 are tax deductible where name and address details are supplied

Enclosed is my cash gift for LifeLink OR 

Enclosed is my cheque payable to LifeLink OR 

Please debit my credit card 

Visacard          Mastercard          Amex            

Credit Card Number

Expiry date  /  

Name on card_________________________________________

Signature_____________________________________________ 

NNeeww  LLiiffeeLLiinnkk  OOffffiiccee
61 Fitzgerald Street
Northbridge WA 6003

Telephone 
+61 8  99442277  00331111
Facsimile   
+61 8  9427 0379
Email
admin@lifelink.com.au
Website
www.lifelink.com.au

“Yes, I will open my heart and support people like Trevor!”
Please accept my donation of (please tick one box only)

$250       $100      $60       $30       $500       Other  $ ____________  

Your      LifeLink funded 

social service agencies

¥ Centacare 
Employment & Training

¥ Crossroads Community

¥ i.d.entity.wa

¥ Centrecare
¥Catholic Migrant Centre
¥Djooraminda

¥ Anawim

¥ Emmanuel Centre 

¥ The Living Centre

¥ Natural Fertility Services

¥ Samaritan Projects
¥Shopfront

¥ Catholic Association for 
Deaf & Hearing 
Impaired People (WA)

You can donate securely online at
www.lifelink.com.au

OPEN YOUR HEART TO PEOPLE LIKE TREVOR
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