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Funding for Link to Life

m By Jamie O'Brien

recent applicalion made 1o

the Lotteries Commission

o help fund the expansion,
renovalion and refurbishment of The
Living Centre In Burswood was suc-
ressful.

A cheque was last week presented
by Western Australilan Premier
Geoll Gallop to Chiefl Judge of the
Districl Court and Chalrperson of
the Fund for FALTH Antoinette
Kennedly,

The Fund for EALTH is an
incorporated Charity set up o raise
funds specifically for The Living
Centre - the lamilies, affected,
infected through HIV representing
the: word Faith.

The Living Centre provides a
unigue support o Individuals, carers
and families of those living with
HIVIAIDS in Weslern Australla.

The centre provides an accepting
non-judgemental  presence  thal
supports and advocates for all those
living with the lllness and enables
them 1o grow in their journey,

The centre was founded in 1988
and is funded by the Archdiocese
of Perth, through (he annual Lifelink
appeal, in addition to donations and
the support of its many volunleers,

Stewand Walter, Direclor of the
centre, said the name “The Living
Centre” was chosen to reflect the
chanees in direction, and the lerm
members, not clients, Is used to
describe  the family that exists
thens

Services of the Living Cenlre
beoun when Rosemary  Brennan,
from Silver Chain, was
providing ‘hands on nursing’ from
the bool of her car in 1988 o
many people dying from HIVIAIDS
relaled nesses.

After she retired, Mrs Brennan
approached then Archhishop of
Perth, William Foley, who agreed
that help was neoded. Archhishop

il Iurse

Folev assigned Marist priest Fr Lou
Malloy from Sydney to assist with
the erowing workloacl,

Visiling homes, hostels. hospitals,
antd even the add park bench, they
provided  support  and  comfort
wherever I was neecded.

Al the time HIVAIDS was at the
heiehl of its epidemic in WA belore
treatment was readily avatlable.,

In the past 18 months, the Centre
{tsexll has losl more than five of ils
Infected members.

“There was a aredl fear i.lﬂfl
jgnorance among  the  wider
community,” Mr Wallter saicd.

Mr Walter said since then, the
slalus of the illness has changed
rapidly.

In 199546, because of  the
atvanees  in medical  knowledee
and medications, Infection with the
HIV+ virus moved from being a
tferminal illness o an acule/chronic
lllness, with those infected living
longer, although In manv cases,
compromised and isolated lives,

“A vast majority of the HIV/AIDS
community are still isolated™ Mr
Witller said.

“When the Cenlre was foundecl,
women made up 0.5% of the HIV
AIDS community, where as now
this 15 more than 75%,” he satd,

Al the ime an advisory commities
was formed by the Archdiooese
under the direction of Centrecare.

The Sisters of St John of God
became involved and with the help
of Sr Helen Connolly began helping
Fr Malloy and Mrs Brennan with
the workload,

The SOSJG owned a house In
Wembley and stared 1o set it up
as a drop-in centre, for both the
Infected and affected.

Because of the prejudice al the
time, the local community ook up a
petition against the Centre and the
Town of Cambridge refused to grant
an operaling licence,

The SOS)G sold the Cambridge
property and uwsed the funds 1o

F.A.LT.H, an incorporated Charity set up to help raise funds for The Living Centre.

purchase land o bulld the present
premises in Burswoodd,

Pastoral Care oco-ordinator  Phil
Carrler has been Involved with the
Centre since about 18980,

It is really aboul presence” Mr
Carrler sald

Part of Mr Carrier’s mole at the
Living Cenire Involves pasioral
counselling, running a medilation
Sroup onoee i week, visiling the
prisons, hospitals, homes and also
facilitating talks at parishes, schools
and other church agencies,

“We Iry to take peaple oul of their
isolation and help them 1o accept
themselves as they are,” Mr Carrier
sald.

When the new Centre opened in
November 1991, volunteers were
providing care for aboul 15 people.

The house was originally designed

to assist up lo 22 people. This has
now increased o 137

“The number of members has
cerdainly Increased also in the last
three vears because we're making
contact with people,” Mr Walter
mentioned, “This is being done by
visiting hospilals, the WA AIDS
councll and GF's so that they know
they can refer people lo us’ As
director al The Living Centre for
two wvears, Mr Waller said the
experience has been life changing,

He came r]'[ll'['l d lfl'lr[}[H.":'ill’
hackeground and after serving some
time as a voluntary Board Member,
decided o lake on the full-ime
position.

“You learn to re-evaluale your
priorities in life and all of a sudden
people become more Important
than measuring every dollar” he
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gaicl, The Centre provides lunch
four limes a week and also works
very closely with a number of
religlous, medical, sovernment
and non-governmenl agencies thal
provide supporl to the HIVIAIDS
cormimunity,

It is part of an integrafecd
approach 1o Improve the llves of
infected and affected people.”

Like so many other Church
agencles, the Living Centre operales
through the services of aboul 40
volunleers, in addition to the fve
permanent slall

“The Centre could nol

survive  withoul the team of
dedicated and  hard  working
volunteers,”  Mr Waller  said.

For more information, or to
volunteer, please contact Linda
al on 9470 4931.



